Money for Farmers:  Virginia Agricultual Cost-Share and Tax credit program is now accepting applications for the current fiscal year 

Did you know there are financial programs available to Virginia farmers?  It not, read on!

The goals of these financial programs are to help improve the water quality in local waterways that drain into the Chesapeake Bay and to help improve the overall environment.  Levels of financial incentives provided to the farmer are specific to each practice.  Many practices provide a 75% cost-share from the state matched with a 25% contribution from the farmer.  Locally popular practices include, but are not limited to, 
 stream protection fencing, engineered stream crossings, fencing for rotational grazing systems, animal waste facilities, grassed waterways, winter cover crops, nutrient management planning with soil testing, and installation of automatic livestock water troughs as alternatives to pond and stream access.  Over 58 practices in total are available to help Virginia farmers.  Practices are matched to individual farming operations dependent upon production goals, existing land conditions, and eligibility requirements. 

The state program is administered locally through the Prince William Soil & Water Conservation District (PWSWCD).  PWSWCD has been working with farmers since the 1970s.  From 2006-2010, over $143,000.00 was allocated to local farmers through cost-share programs that helped increase agriculture production and/or provide healthier homes for livestock, while protecting the soil and water quality.  

For a complete list of all programs available, you may visit: http://192.206.31.46/agbmpman/toc.pdf or contact PWSWCD at pwswcd@pwswcd.org or 703-594-3621.   Funds are limited, therefore prompt response is encouraged.  

