 Questions About Water & Soil Toxicity Testing
WATER

If you have questions about your water and would like to get it tested for contaminants you can call Marie Wicker at the Environmental Health Department. She is an Environmental Health Specialist. Her phone number is (703) 792-7335. She has limited office hours though because she is out in the field most of the day. For a fee (depending on what you want them to test for) - $80.00+ - they can test your water for a limited amount of contaminants. If you have a doctor's orders for the soil or water to be tested for certain contaminants they may do the tests at no cost to you. There are also businesses with independent labs that will test your water - a full spectrum test is approximately $500.00. Marie can probably provide you with the names of some of the local labs. 

If you would like more information about water testing, there is some great information on the VA Tech web site at www.vt.edu (type in "water testing" in the search line and look under the Virginia Cooperative Extension information) or you can go to: 

http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/356/356-485/356-485.html and http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/356/356-489/356-489.html for the information

SOIL

Soil testing for contaminants is a lot more complicated and very expensive. If you have questions about testing your soil for contaminants one person you can contact is John Diehl at Environmental Consultants + Contractors (ECC, Inc.) 703-327- 2900.  He may be able to answer some of your questions. They will do soil testing for contaminants, but he said it costs a lot to do the tests - several hundreds to thousands of dollars.

According to the Michigan State University Extension, "There is no one test for all soil contaminants: it will take many separate tests to rule out many possible contaminants."
